
American Association of University Women 
 

The Iron Mountain/Kingsford Branch of AAUW was established on January 1, 1921 and is the 

oldest branch in the Upper Peninsula.  Membership is open to those that have two- or four-year 

degrees.  The American Association for University Women is a nonpartisan, nonprofit 

organization that advances equity for women and girls through advocacy, education, 

philanthropy and research.   

 

The Iron Mountain/Kingsford Branch of AAUW supports the mission by providing scholarships 

for area women to attend a two- or four-year college or university of their choice.  We offer two 

traditional scholarships to graduating high school seniors from schools in our area in the amount 

of $1,000 each and one non-traditional scholarship in the amount of $1,000.  The non-traditional 

scholarship is offered to local women who are 22 years of age or older.  We also advance equity 

for women and girls through Speech Trek, a speech contest for area high school students on an 

assigned topic, and Start Smart, a workshop offered to Bay West students that incorporates the 

latest research and negotiation strategies to empower women with the skills to confidently and 

successfully negotiate their salary and benefits packages.  We observe Equal Pay Day, have an 

annual book sale at the Midtown Mall, hold a Candidates’ Forum in election years to help create 

more awareness of positions of candidates and major issues for the community, participate in 

College Night at Bay College, and provide information to Bay College students on how to 

register to vote.   

 

Branch meetings typically take place on the fourth Tuesday of every month during the school 

year. Most of our meetings include a social, dinner, and a meeting. The social usually starts at 

5:30 p.m. and dinner is served at 6:00 p.m.  The meeting begins at 6:45 and usually includes a 

short program, which varies in content, but centers around women and community events.  The 

program generally lasts about 45 minutes and is usually followed by a short business meeting. 

 

AAUW’s website address is http://ironmountainkingsford-mi.aauw.net  and can also be found on 

Facebook at https://www.facebook.com/aauwironmountainkingsford/ 

 

Contact Cathy Spice, Membership Vice President, via email at spicep@charter.net or Jan  

Van Gasse, Co-President via email at janicevangasse@gmail.com for more information about the 

Iron Mountain/Kingsford AAUW.    
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